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Montenegro President Wants Referendum after Vote 

 
PODGORICA, Jan 26, 2001 -- (Reuters) Montenegrin President Milo Djukanovic said on Thursday he would 

seek to hold an independence referendum in his coastal Yugoslav republic right after an early parliamentary 

election in April. 

 

He also said he supported proposals for holding early presidential elections after the referendum at which 

Montenegro would decide whether to remain in the Yugoslav federation with its sister republic of Serbia. 

 

"I will ..., after the formation of the new parliament, propose at its first regular session calling a referendum on 

the legal status of Montenegro," Djukanovic told a news conference. 

 

"It is fully logical that after the referendum citizens should express their mind on whom they want to lead them 

in the next period," added the president, who was elected for a five-year term in 1997. Montenegrin political 

parties agreed on Wednesday to hold an early election on April 22 for the republic's parliament, which will then 

call a referendum on whether to leave Yugoslavia. 

 

The European Union said on Monday Serbia and Montenegro must decide on a new constitutional arrangement 

within an overall federal framework -- seen as a clear signal for Montenegro's government to drop its demand 

for independence. 

 

Djukanovic wants Montenegro to break away from the existing federation and then immediately create a new, 

much looser one. 

 

He says Montenegro does not get a fair deal under the current Serbian-dominated Yugoslav federal 

arrangement, which he argues is now beyond repair. He says the republic would be better off running its own 

affairs. 

 

'DIVORCE AND REMARRIAGE' 

 

Yugoslav President Vojislav Kostunica and his Serbian backers in the 18-party DOS reform alliance have ruled 

out the "divorce-and-remarriage" idea. They offer a reformed federation. 

 

According to an opinion poll published by Montenegrin pollster Damar on Wednesday, 55.6 percent would 

vote for outright independence for the republic and 44.4 percent against. 

 

Unlike other Montenegrin government officials, Djukanovic stopped short of criticizing the EU for urging the 

two republics to stay in a federation. He noted that the EU encouraged a democratic resolution to the problem. 

 

"We will show the international community through diplomatic means that our proposal for an alliance of 

internationally recognized states of Serbia and Montenegro is going towards that goal," Djukanovic said. 

 

He rejected EU concerns that any further disintegration of Yugoslavia might open up new problems in the 

region and said that stability in the Balkans was Montenegro's aim too. 

 

"The status quo would only be overlooking the problems, sweeping them under the carpet and generating new 

causes for potentially deeper crises in the future," Djukanovic said. 

 

Serbian Premier-designate Zoran Djindjic said in parliament on Thursday that one of his government's 

priorities would be to resolve relations with Montenegro and urged the tiny republic to seek its future in a 

reshaped federation. 

 

"That is why we propose to them -- let us resolve problems between Serbia and Montenegro with the reform of 

the existing Yugoslav state. That is our fair offer and I hope they will accept it," Djindjic said. 

 

Montenegro is Serbia's sole remaining partner in Yugoslavia after the secession of Slovenia, Croatia, 

Macedonia and Bosnia in 1991-92. Wars resulted in all but Macedonia's case. 
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